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Summary
Agronomy and Biodynamic Agriculture in the Weimar Republic

Yuki MITARAI

Biodynamic farming is based on the 1924 agricultural course delivered by German anthroposophist Rudolf 
Steiner. Early literature has often emphasized that the Third Reich promoted biodynamic farming. This study 
criticizes such preoccupation with National Socialism. Instead, this study pays attention to the early spread of 
biodynamic farming in the Weimar Republic. It also reconsiders the occultist reputation often associated with 
biodynamic farming. Such reputation of biodynamic farming was linked to perceptions of its esoteric and mystical 
nature. This study argues that by the 1930s, biodynamic farming had already spread beyond the anthroposophical 
movement and attracted the interest of farmers who felt ambivalence toward modern agriculture and agronomy. To 
substantiate these claims, this study analyzes articles from the monthly magazines and internal memoranda of 
relevant associations.
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