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Coinage Minting and Iron Production in the Early Modern Tohoku Region : The Case of the Domain of

Sendai in the 19th Century

Yoshitaka TAKAHASHI & Daisuke SATO

In the Sendai clan, the projects of mintihg iron coin were repeatedly undertaken in the late 18th century and

thereafter. They were triggered by the tightening of the clan's finances caused by the intermittent cold weather. The

mass production of iron coins was accompanied by increased production of iron sand. And the runoff of iron sand

sediment caused muddy water and sedimentation in the watershed, increasing flood control risks and costs. Using

the Sendai clan in the 19th century as a case study, this paper attempts to analyze the changes in iron sand and iron

production technology brought about by the deterioration of the watershed environment. Eventually it would lead

to the introduction of the Western—style blast furnace.
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Disseminating Information on Preferential Policies for Workers and Use of Photographs at Kanegafuchi
Spinning Company during the Meiji Period : From Communicating the Reality to Appealing to the
Attractiveness

Kyohei HIRANO

Around 1905, Kanegafuchi Spinning Company began to use photographs as media for the corporate self-
expression. This paper examines the dissemination of information by Kanegafuchi Spinning Company to its future
workers and their families, focusing on the role played by the new media of photographs. Disseminated
information through photographs in Kanegafuchi Spinning Company shifted its emphasis from conveying the real
working environment at the spinning mill to conveying the real way of life, and furthermore, to appealing to the
workers that the workplace was enjoyable and attractive. This attempt was not merely a matter of disseminating
information, but also a psychological approach to the future workers and their families.
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