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Summary
Farmers, villages and repurchase of land in modern Japan

Yukiteru OHGURI

This article clarifies the development of land repurchasing in modern Japan through the actual conditions of moneylending by
landlords and agricultural policies.

The repurchase of farmhouse land was established after the ban on land purchases was lifted and involved two types of
contracts : provision of collateral for the sale by means of a loan to collect interest; and a purchase and sale contract with a
special agreement on redemption. The repurchase of village land, on the other hand, included the preemptive purchase of
tenanted land by the tenant and purchase of a village's inherent assets by a villager, in addition to the repurchase of farmhouse
land.

It can be said agricultural policies to establish or maintain owner—farmers in modern Japan supported repurchases of the land

of farmers and villages.
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Summary
Formation of the modern low-wage class and agricultural structure in “Northeast Tohoku” : A case study
of Goshogawara City, Aomori

Wakaba MAGAKI

This paper explores a survey conducted in T village, Goshogawara City, Aomori Prefecture, to elucidate the rural labor market
structure and its influence on agricultural structure. The findings indicated that the 20-40 age group suffered from the “modern
low-wage” structure, making it difficult to cover household expenses even with dual incomes. However, this generation avoided
agriculture, resulting in smallholder farmers abandoning their farms. Meanwhile, those farmers possessing over 2 hectares land
continued as an agricultural labor force into their 50s and early 60s. This situation emerged because of the limited job prospects

outside agriculture for elderly individuals, and consequently led to elevated land rents.
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Summary
A dialogue with Isobe Toshihiko on Okinawa’s agricultural structure

Sachiho W. ARAI

Toshihiko Isobe (1927-2012) was a leading researcher who analyzed the unique Okinawan agricultural structure in the 1980s
in the same framework as for mainland Japan. This study highlights his achievements and addresses the issues on Okinawan
agriculture.

Although the core of his analytical framework is rooted in the farming system, Isobe’s argument was enriching concerning
Okinawan agricultural land market and his idea on farming system was not reflected in his analysis of Okinawan agriculture.
While Okinawa's agricultural transition after the reversion to Japan was discussed by him, Isobe’ s prioritization on its farming
system is debatable. His distinction, however, between farmers’ independence and their being undermined by the “improved”
productivity, emphasized in his arguments on mainland Japan, will gain importance in focusing on Okinawa after the 2000s,
where modern means of production were introduced in agriculture due to the declining labor force.

Isobe’s discussion on Okinawan agriculture, shedding light on the labor market, is linked to its argument today. On the
condition that Japanese economic accumulation in the 2010s different from the era of Isobe’s research, needed is a new theory of
Okinawan agricultural structure based on the current labor market condition.
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